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Chikujo for 6 months, but on other hand it’s nice that it
already feels like home. Going back to Australia over
Christmas gave me a chance to reflect on some of
things that make each country so special, and why we
are fortunate to be able to call either country home.
Everywhere I've travelled in Japan there is lush green
countryside, mountain ranges that fill the sky and
rivers that flow year round. But travelling around
Australia, while there are pockets of green, mostly |
was struck again by how vibrant the colours are
despite the dry and dusty climate. Even though
drought has turned the hillsides brown and fires have
turned many forests black, the wide open blue sky and
brightly coloured noisy birds and animals reminded
me of how beautiful Australia can be and how the
variety of people and wildlife that flourish there is what
makes the country unique. On the 26th of January we
celebrate Australia Day, as an opportunity to celebrate
these things that make Australia unique, on the
anniversary of the arrival of the first settlers from
England. Although celebrating the arrival of the first
fleet has become controversial in recent years given
the impact it had on the indigenous population, it
remains a chance to come together for barbecues and
fireworks, and celebrate the shared differences that
unite such a diverse population. Next month we are
also planning to hold another Aussie Kitchen cooking
class, and share more of the food that Australians love
to eat. | hope to see you there!
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In one sense it's hard to believe I've already-lived in
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