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weather getting colder, there always seems to be so
much happening to get involved in. We held our first
Aussie Kitchen cooking class, and had a great time
making roast vegetable quiche, sausage rolls and
Anzac biscuits, and then eating the fruits of our
labours altogether for lunch. It was a great chance to
meet some new people and share a little bit about
Australia as well as my love of cooking. We’ Il
definitely be holding more cooking events this year!

| was also invited to Shiida South Neighbourhood
Association’ s culture festival, and shared a bit about
Australian culture while experiencing Japanese
culture firsthand. | never knew how good
freshly-made mochi could taste, or that there were so
many different ways to eat it! It was wonderful to hear
the kids welcome me with a heartfelt and carefully
prepared message in English, and to hear a young kid
sing along with his sister playing on the shamisen.
You never know what hidden talents people have!

| also got to meet and have lunch with Chikujo’ s own
sumo wrestler, Shouhouzan, go along to Tsuiki
primary school and read an English picture book with
the kids, and host a pot-luck style Christmas party and
share a bit about the Aussie way of celebrating
Christmas! It' s been a good chance to compare the
Japanese and Australian way of celebrating Christmas
and New Years, where in Japan New Years is the time
when families gather altogether and Christmas is
more to spend with friends and partners, in Australia
it is the other way around!

| hope you had a great time over the holiday season,
and I m looking forward to what this year holds for
all of us in Chikujo!
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