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Something I've enjoyed discovering since coming to
Japan is all the different kinds of scenery you can find
within Japan. And although travel is limited at the
moment, even in our little town of Chikujo, you don't
have to go far to find river, beach or mountains, and a few
hours’ drive can take you to some spectacular
nature-filled parks full of wonders like Takachiho Gorge.
When | was in high school, | was lucky enough to travel
around Australia with my family, and one of the most
memorable places we visited was Nitmiluk Gorge in
Katherine, Northern Territory. Its red and gold hued cliff
faces and wide open waters were striking in the sunset.
And although it was very different from the deep blue
water and tall, narrow walls of Takachiho, both places
give you the same sense of being in a sacred place, a
reminder that although countries can seem so different,
there are always things in common if you look below the
surface.
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