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This last month has brought another first for me — my
first experience of the rainy season! Coming from a
country that gets very little rain most of the time, it's a
bit of a shock to see so much water in one place! It also

helped me learn some different uses for umbrellas in
Australia and Japan. Although we definitely use them
in heavy rain, sometimes if it's a light rain we'll just
enjoy the feeling rain on the skin, knowing it won't last
long and it will soon be warm enough to dry out,
whereas here in Japan it's so muggy that you can’t do
that! Also, here in Japan umbrellas are often used as
parasols to protect from the heat, and using sunglasses
makes you stand out, but in Australia we rarely use
umbrellas for that, relying on sunglasses and
sunscreen, and using a parasol would look odd!
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